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If you want to explore the world of words you need to understand the broad spectrum of vocabulary that com-
prises not just extensive study of words but word groups (phrases) phrasal verbs, idioms, proverbs and foreign

O S N N

Words phrases Phrasal verbs idioms proverbs  foreign phrases
Abase up-beat turn down matinee idol fait accompli
Abet backwaters take after tooth and nail fauxpas

Abash backwoods look down upon cry wolf téte-a-téte

Focusing only on the words ( first column) will make you baffled when somebody uses a phrase. For example
look at the word up-beat, what does it mean? If you read English newspapers you come across ample phrases.
So you need to learn phrases to come out of mess. We are not done yet. We have phrasal verbs. A phrase is
a group of words. If one of the two words is a verb it is called phrasal verb. For example turn -down( reject) is a
phrasal verb. Down is not a verb but turn is a verb. Similarly take after is also a phrasal verb. Here take is a verb.
The daughter takes after the father. What do you think it means? It means the daughter resembles her father. The
frequency of phrasal verbs is very high in articles, academic books, newspapers and magazines.

Take a look at idioms. Idioms add color to your language and make your expression brief and powerful.

Once upon a time Film actor Chiranjeevi was a matinee idol. What do you think the sentence means?

matinee idol is a film actor who is admired for his good looks.

Alluri sitaramaraju fought the Britishers tooth and nail. Here tooth and nail does not mean that the revolutionary
attacked the Britishers with his teeth and nails. It means He fought the Britishers ferociously with all his strength.

The last in a series of unpleasant events that finally makes you feel that you cannot continue to accept a bad sit-
uation, instead of saying all this, use the idiom last straw. So idiom is simple, effective and drives home the point.

Communal violence
Look, people believe in Political Allegiance
ritual practices but they Ritua practice
have no religious Religious tolerance
tolerance. It leads to ast night | threw a party
Communal violence in to my friends. | took them
our society. | want to to an expensive restau-
float a party in allegiance Expensive  restaurant rant. The furniture was
with the major opposition Elegant furniture elegant. We enjoyed the
parties in the state. Have vou Delicious food delicious food and we all
y Sumptuous dinner had a sumptuous dinner,
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